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INDIGEN OUS CHURCH 


EDITORIAL NOTE—It is hoped to devote each number of the — 
e, in the main, to one particular subject. That of this issue 
_ is The Indigenous Church, and for this, nearly all the contributions 


have been obtained from Chinese Christians holding various offices 
in the Church in Western China. -The introductory article, instead . 
_ of being written by our Chairman, has, at his request, been supplied 
by Rev. A. M. Stibbs, who worked formerly as a missionary in Eastern 
Szechwan. 
Tue Christian calling is a into the fellowship’ of 
God’s Son. Those who find new life by believing and 
abiding in Christ are also meant to find themselves vitally 
related to their fellow-believers, for all share one life in the 
Spirit ; all are members of the one Body ; so all are meant | 
to function together in worship, fellowship and witness. 
This: new togetherness is intended here on earth to be 
visibly realised locally. — Christianity may really be said 
_ to be established in a country previously heathen when 
there are in it ei of native believers meeting 
regularly together. ‘This, therefore, is how the Gospel 
has indigenously taken root, and is openly bearing fruit, 
in West China. 
_ “ These things write I unto thee,” said Paul to Timothy, | 
Se . that thou mayest know how men ought to behave 
themselves in the house of God, which is the church of the 
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 
3. 14, 15. R.V.). So missionaries still: are responsible 
before God to teach Chinese converts how to take their 
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place in the local congregation. For the Christian 
meeting, in contrast to the heathen temple, is not the 
shrine of a lifeless idol but the AS place of mani- 
festation of the living God. “ ‘There am I in the midst of 
them.” Those who gather need also to realise that it is a 
meeting of God’s Family, a visible assembly of members of 
-God’s household, in which, therefore, all are brethren. 

_ What is more, in relation to the surrounding heathen 
society, such a local congregation is a pillar and stay 
(R.V. margin) of the Truth, for in the regular local meeting © 
of Christians, a meeting of which men on the street are 
aware, witness to the Truth becomes visible and prominent, 
like-a pillar. The onlooking world is challenged to take 
notice. Also, in the local congregation continuing from 
year to year, local witness to the Truth acc juires a strength 
and a permanence not possessed by isolated individual 
believers, nor by the foreign missionary. New converts 
also find in such a meeting of fellow-believers real as- 


surance that their ‘faith is not a subjective fancy nor a 


private delusion ; so the local church is a bulwark and a 
buttress of the Truth, giving newcomers added ground for 
confidence in it. 

It is progress of the Gospel by wack: means that we need. 
to visualise and to pray for if we are to share as intercessors _ 
in all that God 3 is bs aay Se and would do in West China 


LETTER FROM BISHOP SONG 


: My dear F riends, 


May I have the privilege to write this rare to you and 
also to wish you a happy New Year and every success in 
your life and work in 1948? I want to give you some 
account of my recent visit to Australia. 

-* \_On the 27th January I went with my son, Su Hua, to the 
3 Airport at Chengtu at 7 a.m. and’ reached Chungking just 
after 8 a.m. We stayed at the Y.M.C.A. there. On the 
goth I heard that a ’plane had crashed at Hankow and 
that Bp. Gaucher, Mrs. Kitchen and many others had 
been killed. The Government gave orders that all civil 
‘planes were to be grounded, so I had great difficulty in 
getting a seat on a military "plane, on the 4th February. 
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We stayed the night of February 5th on the sir Gelk and 
when we were about.to board the ’plane the next m 

we heard a great crash and saw a ’plane which had just 

arrived from Shansi burst into flames on the side of the 
nearby hill. Several tens of people were killed on this 
plane and it was an awful sight to behold their dead bodies. 
My brother, Secretary of the Y.M.C.A., heard of this 
crash too. His whole family wept, thinking that we had 
both been killed. You can imagine how relieved he was 
when I managed to let him know the next day that I was — 
‘still alive. He had already bought coffins for us, and when 
I passed through Chungking on my return Journey, me 
showed me the bills for these coffins. _ 

We finally reached Shanghai on February gth at 7 a.m. 
and stayed at the home of one of my former students. 
We experienced great difficulty in getting a steamer to 
_ Australia but at last succeeded in getting passages on the 
_ §.S. Glenogle. Townsville was reached on March 6th 
and we stayed in Queen’s Hotel that night. It was very 
interesting to meet Capt. Ambrose who was pilot of the 
_ flying-boat on which I travelled to Australia several 
years ago. That evening mosquitoes were my good 
company. Next day I met the Archbishop of Brisbane 
and some of the pastors in his Diocese. At 6 p.m. we 
reached Sydney and it was a great joy to see Archbishop 
and Mrs. Mowll and Miss Mannett once more. Work 
started at once the following day, when I preached at the 
Cathedral and in other churches.° Then after that I 
started my preparation for the course of lectures at the 


_ Sydney University. I was expected to speak to about 160 


_. students every Tuesday and Wednesday. You may be 


interested to have a rough outline of the course I gave. 
Here are the subjects of my lectures: 
1. Three Ideal Ancient Emperors of China (Yao, 
Shuen, Yu). 
2. LaoTsi. 3. Confucius. 4.: Mencius. 
5-7- Four ancient philosophers ( Mao Tze, Yang Chu, 
Tze, Hsiien Tze). | 
- 8. Han Wen Ti. The Ideal Emperor of Chi ina. 
_ g. Chu Go Wu Heo. The Greatest Stat in Han 
Ch’ien. The Great Poet of Chin: Dynasty. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


\ 


-13. Tu Fu, Li Pe, Wang Wei. 


T’ang Dynasty. 
14. Su Tung Po, Poet of Song 


15. Kwa Tze Nei, Great Statesman and General of 
T’ang Dynasty. 
. 16. Si Ma Kang, Greatest statesman as well as great 


writer of Song Dynasty. | 
17, 18. Lo Fei, Wen Tan Hsuang. Great generals of 


Song Dynasty. 
19. Wang Yang Min. Great Philosopher i in Ming Dynasty. 
20, 21. Lui Kuen, Li Er Shu. Great philosophers of 


Ming Dynasty. 
22. Women. 23. — Summary of Chinese Literature on 


Life. 

The title I gave to the vechelie: course was Chinese 
Heroes and Hero Worship. Part of this course was 
given at Melbourne University, and other Universities in 
Australia. In addition I preached in many cathedrals 
and churches in Australia and had opportunities for 
speaking in many clubs and associations, so I was able to” 
get into touch with a wide variety of people: The mes- 
sages seemed to be appreciated. 
- It was such a great joy to see Australia again and to 
renew one’s fellowship and friendship with those whom I 
_ met the first time I visited Australia, and to make many 
new friends. Archbishop and Mrs. ‘Mowll have done a 
wonderful piece of work in their Diocese, and one is most 
grateful to them for making this added link between 
Australia and China possible. One is also most thankful 
for the generous hospitality and kindness we every- 
where in Australia during my stay. 

I started back to China on July 1st on S.S. Shansi, | 
leaving Su Hua at Sydney University where he is studying 
anthropology. It was very hard to say good-bye to one’s 
friends in Australia. On July 3rd I met the Archbishop of 
Brisbane once more and stayed the night with him, giving 
_a talk to.some of the clergy in his Diocese the following 

morning. We reached Thursday Island on July oth. After — 
that we experienced many days of violent storm when it 
was difficult to read or think very much on board ship ; 
_ but it was a great joy to have had this intimate contact 


with nature. 
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Ho igkong was reached on July sath. It was pouring 
with rain at the time and it was difficult to move even the 
enw luggage I had with me. During the trip I had had 

any sleepless nights, and while I was in Hongkong I 
felt rather sick. But it was a great joy to meet Bishop 
R. O. Hall and Dr. Harth and have fellowship with them 
once more. On July 25th I started for Shanghai and 
fully intended attending the General Synod ; but when I 
reached Shanghai on August Ist, the heat was so over- 
whelming, and I was so tired from overwork during the 
last few years, that I fell ill. I thought it would do no one 
any good if I were to st@y on in Shanghai and spend my 
time in a Hospital ; besides, it would involve great ex- 
pense ; so I decided to return to W. China. On the 4th 
of August I took a boat for Chungking and arrived at the 
latter place on August 20th. This trip was absolutely 
awful. The steamer was small. The weather was un- 
bearably hot. Instead of having about 200 passengers on 
board, we had more than 800. It was packed with ladies 
and gentlemen and hundreds of soldiers. One soldier 
actually died on the boat. I was told that I was lucky 
only to see one man die on the steamer. The average 
number each trip was about ten. On one occasion we 
were all nearly drowned as we passed up one of the 
dangerous rapids. I was sick on board ship for several 
days. When I reached Chungking, however, I could not 
refuse giving two lectures to people who packed i in a hall 
of the Y.M.C.A. On August 24th I was glad to fly back 
safely to Chengtu. — 

It was a great joy to see my family and my old cok 
leagues once again ; but I was ill for more than a month, 
off and on my bed. I am not at all myself yet, though I 
have tried to pull myself up. However, I regard it a great 

pleasure and privilege to have been to Australia again. — 
_It has been such a strong link between us that we can never 
_ forget. Australian people are most friendly and good. 
I feel from this time on there is a special link between 
Australia and China. One cannot but hope that these | 
two countries will band together to anvenee the welfare | 


~ this world. 


Wery sincerely yours, 
Sons, Bp. 
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HOSPITAL WORK 


Dr. CHANG, is Bishop. Song’s son-in-law, writes from 
the .Moorfields Eye Hospital, where he is working at 
present : 


Now I am settled in my work here in England, and am | 
going to tell you something about the Mienchu Hospital. 


_ With so much that has happened, the trouble is to know 
_ where to start and what to select to write about! First of 
all, I want to give my hearty thanks to you for your prayers 
and help during the last few years. Secondly, it is New 
Year coming, and I hope you will think this as good as a 
New Year card. 

Szechwan, or you can call it, ‘‘ Four Seah is one 


of the Provinces in West China with an area of about 


375,000 square kilometres and a population of about fifty 


millions. Muienchu is situated in the north-west of the 


province, and is so called because of its peculiar bamboo, 
** Mien-chu ”, which one can never find in any other 


district and perhaps nowhere else in the world. It isa | 
fascinating place with a background of charming hills and. 


-giens to its north-west. Very often we can see the mighty 
_ snow mountains, especially in the early morning. The 
weather there is never very cold in winter nor very hot in 
eee About one-third of the district is well watered. 
‘Mienchu city has been famous for its wine making. It is a 
rather backward city, and to live there we had no. material 
comforts ,of modern life such as electric light or water 
supply. However, I must say it has been much improved 
during the war. As far as communication is concerned, 
five years ago-it took me three days in travelling from 
Chengtu to Mienchu (seventy miles) ; now, we can do 


it in four hours by bus—if it does not break down on the — 
way ! Buddhism flourishes in temples. Robbers 


are few in comparison with years 

Hospital.is outside the of Mienchu 
city. -Dr. Squibbs was. the pioneer of the work, 1897- 
1907, but the Hospital was founded by Dr. and Mrs. 
‘Lechler, splendid missionaries who worked there for 


twenty years, 1907-1937. It has been the only hospital in | 


north-west Szechwan, with five million people under its 
influence. It was well built, with rooms enough for 100 
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beds. The memorial corridor of Revs. F. a Watt and 
R.A. is the most part in 

the w 

‘It was. a nity that our Nursing School was 
temporarily closed not. long after Dr. and Mrs. Lechler 
returned home, and the hospital itself was closed in. 1941 
owing to lack of doctors. As I am a member of the 
Sheng Kung Hui, I decided to give up my job in the 
Medical College of the National Central University and 
was invited to Mienchu in the summer of 1942.  __ 

The Hospital was full of grass and weeds ; we spent 
about fifty days in cleaning it up. It was reopened with 
very little medical supplies and money. We had an 
official reopening ceremony on September 2nd, 1942, — 
when about 400 people came from. that small city, in- 
cluding the magistrate and the chairman of the local 
assembly, to attend the service. During the war, owing 
to the backward condition of Mienchu, we were short of 
medical supplies and staff, and we had tremendous diffi- 
culties in building up our mission medical work there. 
Once, I nearly gave up hope and confidence in myself. 
I walked along the Watt-Whiteside. memorial corridor on 
a bright and quiet moonlight night with a lonely heart ; 
and I had a wonderful vision at that time. I thought, how 
did the pioneers get their strength, patience and energy 
in faith for building up the hospital in Mienchu? It came 
to me, “ Whom shall I send? who will go for us?” 
Wit Lord’s help and guidance we have been able to 
follow in Dr. and Mrs. Lechler’s footsteps and have done. 
_ our work successfully during the war years. Briefly: -. 
Co-operation with the Government. Medical 
Work’ in Szechwan has been well developed in the last 

ten years under the Government, and Public Health 
centres have been opened in each district, though our. 
hospital is. still’ the place to receive better medical treat- 
ment. The Government paid special attention to the | 
mission medical work, and in 1941 they chose three 
hospitals as large and important enough to warrant co- 
operation, namely, Tze-liu-ching as the industrial centre ; 
~ Kia-ting as the commercial centre ; and Mienchu as the 

agricultural centre. The other two were not successfully 
effected. “Mienchu is: ‘the hospital which ‘has had. 
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co-operation with the Gaverament for the last five 
and the arrangement is quite satisfactory. 


2. Nursing School. Owing to the great need of 
nurses in China, we arranged with the Provincial Health — 


Administration to have a Nursing training centre in the | 


Hospital for north-west Szechwan, including twenty-three 
districts and the Tribes area. ‘The aim is to train medical 
- workers—nurses and midwives—with the Christian spirit. 

We had thirty-two girl students in the first class, but many 
failing to qualify left us with thirteen. Among these, nine 
are Christians and six were confirmed last year ; the 
others are deeply interested in Christianity. ‘There are 
also six in the second class. They have their own Chris- 
tian Fellowship and lead their own devotional prayers 
daily, in addition to a Bible Class once a week. 


3. Medical Work. | 

(a) Among our inpatients and outpatients 20%, to 50 %o 
were charity work. Morning service is held daily, in 
| charge of a Biblewoman, in the wards. 

(b) Visits were paid to neighbouring small towns and 
villages to give free treatment and vaccination, which was 
_ also extended to the inmates of the prisons in the city. 

(c) Medical education. Besides giving talks to schools 
and the Army, we co-operated with the Nanking University 
and American Embassy and used a film projector. _—_. 

(d) Well-baby clinic each week ; free ante-natal clinic 
every morning in charge of a midwife. 

(e) Free clinic for lepers and syphilitic patients on 

Tuesday and Saturday, with free distribution of drugs. 

__ (f) Free clinic. All patients receive free treatment on 
ent and Saturday mornings, because most of them are 


"(g) ‘Schistosomiasis, which is a rare disease in Szechwan. 
_ We have found about ten cases in a small town near 
Mienchu. I wish we could do some study on it for medical 
interests. 


Hopes. Cita on between towns in the Mienchy 


district has improved very much in the last few years. I . 


have great hopes of sending our graduate nurses to Tsen- 
tao-ch’ang, Ho-pa-ch’ang and Shih-fang 
where the Church has well built rooms, to open dispensaries 
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and clinics and also help to preach the Gospel: A hospital — 


car will be able to take doctors and instruments where. 
heeded ; and we also hope to have a film ‘oe for 


‘medical education and evangelistic work. 


| Staff. At present, = have Dr. Lasser thete as écting- 
Superintendent, Miss B. Jackman as Superintendent of 
nurses, Mr. Luh as Principal of the Nursing School, and 


‘Miss Una Nash as the Hospital Business Manager. 


believe the work is going on well. 
I feel I had better stop here. Please, may we have 


| your prayers! With very many thanks for tae help, 


Yours very sincerely, 


H. H. CHaNe. 


A CHURCHWARDEN’S HOPES 


TWENTY years ago, Mienyang was the central cari in 
W. Szechwan. There were over ten Chinese and Western 
workers here. Apart from all the preaching work that 


_ was done, many kinds of Schools were opened. From 


earliest days people in society greatly respected these 


‘ schools. Unexpectedly in 1926, owing to severe oppo-— 


sition, all this work was reduced considerably. Then 
afterwards, owing to the outbreak of war, the cost of | 
living rose rapidly, and work became very difficult. During 
the last few years, however, the numbers of those who 
have desired the Gospel have been many, but because the 
Church lacked finance and personnel it was not always 
able to take the many opportunities presented to it. I 
sincerely hope the C.M.S. and the Church Army, seeing 
these great opportunities to-day, and remembering the 
great love of God, can send workers to help reach the © 
young people who are enquiring about Christ, and get 
them to join the Church. 

According to my idea the Church in Mienyang needs : 

1. A pastor with gifts of leadership to preach on 
Sundays, visit Church-members, onan Bible Classes, 


‘nourish spiritual life. 


2. A young pastor to teach English in the several 
Government Schools, and get to know the educated people 


of Mienyang ; also to give systematic teaching to those 


young people who want to join the Church. 
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13y. A ‘young woman worker who understands children — 
and tries to win them for Christ. 
4. An evangelist ‘who will visit the country churches 


around Mienyang. 


I hope we can restore the Hi pier Diente School at 
‘Mienyang, as the Middle School is like a building without _ 
a foundation. We need to get boys and girls when they 
are young and then train them through the H.P. School, 
the M. School and then retain them in a Senior Middle 
School, which is also needed in Mienyang. | 

I also hope we can have a good Hospital, not only that 
patients may be healed in spirit as well as body, but so 
that. society may see that the Christian Church has a 
_ contribution to make to the country as a whole. 

Liane Hs1-Cutv. 


THE WORK OF A WOMAN EVAN GELIST 
ie speaking of the work of a Woman Evangelist it is” 


_ difficult to give an exact account of her activities, as this 
_ is conditioned by her ability and strength within the 
_ of her own sphere of service. I myself previously 


worked in the parishes of Mienchu and Chongpa for 
periods of one or two years before I took up my duties in 
seven years ago. 

‘My work in connection with Church worship on Sealed 
includes taking a part in reading the prayers and lessons, 
the care and adornment of the Holy Table, the prepara- 
tions for the Sacraments of Holy Communion and Baptism, 
~ welcoming the worshippers, and supervising the cleaning 
of the Church. I also organise and :take part in teaching 
‘the Sunday School, look after the choir surplices and am 
responsible for the preparation of Sunday dinners mei some 
_ of the choir who come from adistance. = 


‘The work of the week consists of Viditiie® women 


Christians and enquirers, teaching the latter, leading se 


evangelistic meetings and Bible Study groups, taking 
classes in preparation for Baptism and Confirmation. __ 


In Chengtu_ there are six other denominations, and, this 
brings commitments in connection with united 
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efforts such as the annual Week of Witness and the 
Christian Homes’ Week, or occasional evangelistic cam- 
paigns of a united nature, such as the Youth for Christ 


Movement Meetings. These special efforts bring daily 
responsibilities either for leading gatherings, or taking 
part in them. They also involve much Committee work 


for planning the United Meetings. a 


_ Every month there is a meeting of the Chengtu Christian 
Workers Fellowship to attend, or one of its Committees. 


Twice a year the Synod of the Diocese or the Standing 


Committee of the Synod meet in Chengtu and I am 


responsible for the hospitality and catering 
these times. 


But whatever the work may y be, I realise that everything 
is in God’s plan, and can be used to accomplish His pur- 
poses in creating nasi, and to fulfil His will for man’s 


redemption. 
DEACONEss T. D. Crow. 


/ STUDENTS’ TESTIMONIES 
_L. How I Came to Believe in God 


I THanx God I have the opportunity to witness here in 


St. John’s Church. His great power and love fills every 


corner of the world. He saves men, and He saved me. 
I will now describe my ‘maa experience, dividing it 
into three parts. 


1. Before I believed in God. 


I did not grow up in a Christian home. My father 


was a scholar, and so a Confucian ; my grandparents 


were Buddhists, and so when I was small I had no definite 
religious faith, ‘but because I was an only son, my father — 


_loved me very deeply. Before I left primary school was 


sent to a well-known Christian school ; my class-work — 
and character at school were both good, and my school- 
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I became proud and selfish. Whatever I did not like to 
do at school I passed over to other students, and any wrong 
behaviout in others I heavily blamed. Moreover, I 
heartily opposed Christianity, considering it imperialistic, 
and merely another method of violating the sovereignty 
of a weak nation. 


2. Why I became a Christian. 


My school was a well-known Christian school, so many — 


of the teachets and students are Christians. Their cus- 
tomary behaviour and speech is different from that of 


other people. Their good behaviour exceeds what is 


ected of teachers and students ; they are sincere and 
humble and like to help others. I remember that, yearly, 
a few days before Christmas, apart from their own festivi- 
ties, the Christians collected clothes, shoes, socks, money, 
and suchlike things to give to the poor, and this I could 
not forget. I also remember one summer vacation when 
_I was ill at home for sixty-two days, a Christian teacher 
wrote to me ; in every letter he said, “‘I pray that God 
will heal and take care of you ”’, and he also said he prayed. 
for me constantly. One day after I had recovered from 
my illness and returned to school, he said to me : *‘ Thank 
God for your recovery. I think highly of your ability and 


character ; what a pity you do not believe in the Lord— | 


this thought always makes me sad.’ Afterwards he 
gradually led me on, and I joined the school Christian 
Fellowship. Ags I closer to the Lord, my faith 
gradually became firmer, till I was baptized ; and then I 
_ truly cast myself upon the Lord and became His disciple. 
This year, after being prepared by Miss Jones who ex- 


plained the service to me, I was confirmed by Bishop — 


Maxwell ; I was then filled with unspeakable thankfulness 
3. My Life after I was saved 
Since I believed in the Lord there has been a great 
change in my heart. All kinds of sins I committed before 
I repented, I dare not now give in to—such as pride and 


despising others. I only want to do God’s will and receive | 
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His word through constant reading of the Bible and other 


helpful books, and through Church worship and sermons. 


The Lord has truly changed my heart and makes me 
constantly full of joy ; above all, He makes me want to 


help others, and bring them also to a knowledge of. sal- 


vation. I truly want to be a servant of God, so that He 


éan usé me to serve mankind and preach His Gospel, 
so that men may trust in Jesus Christ and receive 


His salvation. 
I-cHao. 


Il. My Witness 


I am very happy to be able to witness foe Christ before 
you all to-day.- I will tell you truthfully how Jesus has 
changed my life, dividing it into two periods—my child- 


hood, and the present. 


"First I will speak of the time before I knew the Lott, 


the period of my life from primary school to junior middle 


school. My grandmother was a Buddhist, and my father 
eved in his ancestors ; my mother had no religious 
faith. In such an environment, I naturally had no thought 


of God or the Lord Jesus, and there were no Christian 


influences in my life at all. With regard to myself, I was 
very conceited. My father was a military man, con- — 
stantly away from home ; my mother died early, and my 


_ step-mother neglected to control me, but my grandmother 


was devotedto me, so I became spoilt and conceited. 


As a schoolboy I used to play truant, and had to be 
forced to go to school ; iad wo to pinch the face and neck — 

of the servant who took me there until it bled. As far as 
Christianity was concerned, in our schcol our 

persecuted. 

Once when I was at Minhsien Middle School, and the 
Christians were celebrating Christmas, I made a mock of 
them and let off firecrackers in their midst. I opposed my 
sister’s being a Christian, saying that Christianity was an 


imperialistic instrument for weak countries, and 
so reduced her to tears. eae 
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In 1945 I was chosen by Minhsien Fellowship to attend 
a Students’ Spring Conference, and after my return I 
associated with the Christian students and teachers ; but 
when there was a baptism at the school, I felt my know- 


_ ledge of Christ was too slight for me to be baptized then. 


The next year I went on to the Union Middle School in 
Chengtu, and Miss Jones prepared me for baptism. On 
January 5th, 1947; Mr. Sargent baptized me, and on 


“ * June 25th I was confirmed by Bishop Maxwell who had 


Just returned to China. From that time I became a soldier 


- in Christ’s spiritual army. 


The change in my life was revealed in the following 
ways. Previously I was estranged from my step-mother, 
but now with Christ’s love in my heart I can influence 
her. Now I have an aim in life, and want to serve others, 
not just live as a useless nonentity. I now like to help 
others and consider their troubles as my own ; Christ’s 
aim was for men’s true joy, and for this cause He sacrificed _ 
Himself, even to death on the cross. . . . At the present | 
time, apart from keen Christians, those who will help and 
endure for others are too few ; hence I have determined 
always to help people. I now know that there is no limit 


_ to knowledge, and my none, are purer, and may. be- 
_ haviour has improved. 


From the time I was at primary school until now, I nie 
done well in my school work, so I was always self-satisfied ; 
but now I realize my own weaknesses of character in 
comparison with Christ, and so I want to improve. My 
relatives and acquaintances wonder at the change, and 


_ often say to me: “ Kai-Chen, formerly we had no hope 


for you ; how is it you have changed so much for ‘the 


~ better?” I can only answer them three words : “ Faith 


in me, and I e determined to follow the Lord. always. 


in God”. It is God alone who has wrought these changes 
have deter I can assert that all who ReneS 


— 
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“THE SCHOOL AND THE FUTURE OF THE 
CHINESE CHURCH 


ANY one welt has stayed and veonkedd for a considerable 
time in China can realize that the Church has helped 
China in many ways. Churches, preaching halls, schools, 
hospitals and various social services can be seen in many 
big cities as well: as many small villages. He can also 
— that the above mentioned have been so helpful to 
that the attitude of the Chinese people toward the 
‘Church has become very friendly. 
the hard time of the long war, Chinese people 
not only became friendly to the Church, ‘they also appre- 
ciated the Church and her good social works done by the 
Church and by those who got their training from the 
Missionary institutions. Many non-Christians wondered 
that there must be some thing good as a momentum to 
push the Christians to work, because they could not find | 
the same spirit from other institutions. These people 
came to church services and heard about Jesus Christ. 
- Most of these people are young students from secondary 
schools and universities. One can easily find Christian 
Fellowship Organizations among faculty members and 
among students in government universities. Christianity 
is no more despised, churches are no more to be cold and 
empty rooms. They become places for giving new life 
and brighter views for thé future. : 
_ This result is not because of any one person 66 any ¢ one 
_ time and place. It is the result of many foreigners who 
left their countries and worked hard in China from long 
time ago. It is also the result of those who have lived in 
difficulties and worked in the name of Jesus Christ from 
_the beginning of the war to the present time. they have 
fought a good fight for the Church. | 
The world war is over. ‘The war in. China cannot 
continue for long. Many churches were destroyed during 
the war. Missionary schools and hospitals were either 
_ Closed or have been continued in bad conditions. Evangelistic 
~ workers are few. The financial situation is hard. Mean- 
while there is good chance for church work. The chance 
is brighter than any the Church has ever had in China. 


\ 
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Crowds of saisals want to hear and follow Jesus Christ. 
What shalt the Church do to meet it timé ? 
The only school of thé West Szechwan Diocese is called 
Yoh Teh Junior Middle school. It is in the parish of 
Mien Yang, about 95 miles north of Chengtu. I took up 
the post of Headmaster in 1939. At that time in this 
school there was a well equipped kindergarten, a flourishi 
primary school and a Junior Middle school for boys ai 
girls. The middle school was moved to a parish called 
An-Hsien, about 35 miles from Mien Yang, for three years. 
(1939-1942) to avoid air raids during the war. Then, 
because of the high cost of living, the school did not have | 
enough fund® and pupils’ parents also could not afford to 
pay high tuition fees, so the kindergarten and the primary 
schools were closed, with tears from Church members. 
and also from the local people. The attendance at the 
Junior Middle school has become less and less, while the 
cost of living has been raised higher and higher. The 
highest attendance in the junior middle was once more 
than three hundred boys and girls; but in this term, 
Autumn 1947, the number in attendance is only 108, the 
least the school has ever had. 

While I am in England, a West China Union University 
graduate, Mr. Yi Tieh Fu, is the acting principal. Most 
of these 108 pupils are boarders, some are day pupils. 
Ten of the boarders are special pupils, that is, they sleep in 


school and eat at their homes, because their parents 


cannot afford to pay the school for their food expenses. 
Since the rise in prices has happened so frequently and is — 
so high, the school has a very hard time. However, this 
is a great question for the whole country ; everyone hopes 
that these terrible conditions will not continue long. 
Miss Grace Belcher is the dean of girls, the school treasurer, 
English teacher, and also the organizer of the Christian 
Fellowship in the School. The religious instruction 18 
being done by all Christian teachers in turn with the help 
of the local pastor. There is morning prayer every day, _ 
and Sunday service on Sunday morning ; These are all | 
in the school for both teachers and all upils. _ The Chris-— 
tian Fellowship, evening prayers, Bible cl: , Sunday 


School teaching, the choir and other religious activities 
are all optional. . 


é 
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The of the school to society is 
_ Those graduates from this school who work in society are 
always welcomed for their abilities and loyalty. Those 
who go up from this school to senior middle schools, 
nursing schools, normal and other vocational schools are 
well known for their good behaviour. People in and 
near the district have appreciated the school very much. 
‘During the time of the war when the school had economic 
difficulties, the people sometimes gave practical help. A 
few years ago, when the school held a collection for the 
endowment fund, in only a very short period, about a 
million dollars (at that time it had the value of 1,800 
American dollars) was collected. In order to keep the 
money value that money was used to buy a good piece of 
land, bigger than the old school land. The land tax should 
bea 5% of the total land price, but the government did 
not charge it, and that new piece of land is free of paying 
other additional taxes, except the main tax. That is 
only for the time while the land is used to farm. Later on 
when it is used as a school place, no more taxes of whatever 
_ sort will be paid. All Church members can tell you how 
the local people are longing for us to have a senior middle 
school part. Bishop C. T. Song, Bishop Maxwell and 
probably Canon Wittenbach can tell many such stories 
they have heard from people during meetings and personal 
talks. If a senior middle school part is added to the 
_ present junior middle school, then there is direct con- 

nection with the West China Union University. Then 
the school will not only help society more, but also can — 
help the Church and the school to have opportunity for 
training workers and teachers. 

After this long and weary war, the opportunity is great, 
and who will not believe that the future of the Chinese | 
Church is bright ? It will be better still if the present good ; 
opportunity is well used. ‘“ Strike the iron while it is 
hot” is a good sentence often used by people when they 
wish to do further good work ; and it is an important step — 
towards a bright future of the Church i in China. 

JOHN Sons. 
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A CHINESE PASTOR’S IMPRESSIONS OF | 

GENERAL SYNOD — 
I NEVER thought I would have the opportunity of stibndling 
General Synod. I have served in this West Szechwan 
Diocese for twenty-five years. _ I have never been beyond 
the confines of this Province. I have seen reports of the 
General Synod in Church papers and heard of the thirteen . 
_ Dioceses sending their representatives to the Synod, but 

J have seen none of these give myself. 


_ The welcome that was giveh us was warm and sincere, 
préparations were extensive, everything necessary was 
_ provided, accommodation was most comfortable, everyone 
lovingly and sincerely accepted their responsibilities. All 
this has inspired me to fresh efforts, and destroyed that 
spirit of defeatism I had. I hope that in future there will 
- be a great and ‘glorious advance in all sl work for the : 

Church. 


The spirit of the Meetings was one of strict adlieninie 
to the customs and rules of Synod, and one could not but 
| this. -Talking with many members of Synod, I 

learnt a good deal about the conditions in other Dioceses 
and that in over sixty per cent of all the churches, the 
clergy and catechists were over forty years of age. The 
number of young men offering for the ministry was quite 
Inadequate, and leads me to be pessimistic. I feel that — 
with regard to this shortage’'we ought to concen trate in 
prayer and in our energies in the calling out and g 
of young men and women to: carry out this work in future. 


I have met many leaders of the various Dioceses and 
got to know them, and ° also obtained much help from 
them. 


Owing to lack of time,. I was unable to visit. 
all the Churches I would have liked to visit (Editor’s Note. 
_ He was able to visit the Church and Hospital at Hangchow, 

_Chekiang). I hope that: in future workers from. our. 
Diocese will have more opportunities to visit other Dioceses 
and s so increase their knowledge and strength for service. 


Rev. CHENG T°IEH Hsia. 
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CHURCH FINANCE 


[Dowdle the past six years there have been many difficulties 
in church finance to which frequent reference has been 
made in the article on the history of the Dioceses in the 
previous issue of this magazine, but I would draw your 
attention to one matter for thanksgiving in this connection. 
The difficulties have not been peculiar to our Chinese 
colleagues, they have fallen heavily on the missionary as 
well. How glad we are to have passed through these 
trials with our Chinese fellow-workers, and while gaining 
genuine sympathy with them, we have proved God’s 
faithfulness. 

In the following remarks, friends should bear in mind 
that reference is made only to the Eastern Szechwan 
Diocese, the area most familiar to the writer. In this 
_ diocese of thirty-two counties there are twenty-one organ- 
ised pastorates. Four months ago when I left there were 
the following workers apart from the two Archdeacons. 


(a) Church Workers—thirteen men and four women. 
These are employed in a pastorate and their salaries are _ 
the responsibility, entirely or largely, of the church they © 


serve. 


(b) Church Extension a men. These evan- 


gelists are paid entirely by the Mission. Their work is to 

take part in —" evangelistic efforts wherever -they 
be arra 

he} Students in training at the Chungking Theological 

Seminary— 


The Mission desl with the dicenes as a single unit, not 


_ with individual workers or churches.. The Standing 
Committee of the diocese, composed. largely of 


members, is responsible for the designations of all workers, 
the handling of finances and the. fixing ofa salary scale for c 


Chinese workers. 
_ What progress has been made towards self-support : es 


i Progress has been made. Archdeacon Ts’ai 


and others strongly adyocated the collection of a capital 


_ fund by each pastorate, the monthly interest from invest- 
ment, which is as high as six to eight per cent in China, 


38 to. be used for/the payment of the local. church worker. 


| | 
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In many places this plan was carried out and generous — 
sacrificial giving was the response. © Special collections at 
Harvest and Easter were added to the fund. It was a good 
effert and on the whole it succeeded for a: short time. This 
was a real step forward on the road to self-support. The 
- continual rise in the cost of living sometimes by leaps and 
bounds, while interest from capital investment stayed at 
about the same figure, brought about the failure of this 
plan. Money has steadily lost its value over a period of 
years, and the process is still going on. The lesson of this 
failure is, I think, plain. The Church must in future rely 
upon direct, systematic giving. by®its members for the 
support of its workers. At present this is inadequate. 


_2.. The road to self-support has been a long hard 
road. It has been hard on the workers themselves. Their 
salaries have been too small and not adjusted often enough | 
to keep pace with the frequent rises in the cost of living. © 
_ Churches have been slow to realise their responsibility to 
_ give their pastor or evangelist a living wage. Some have 
paid him a mere pittance ; but, on the other hand, it is 
encouraging to find the Tahsien Church, for instance, 
taking full responsibility for its worker, paying him in kind 
and service what it could not make up in cash. | 
- During these difficult years, a few of the church workers 
_ have left the ministry. Some have taken up business or 
ether occupation as a side line, but in nearly every case 
the side line has only added to their troubles and given 
little or no relief to them from financial burdens. We 
praise God for the number of workers who have continued 
in the ministry in spite of the difficulties. Let it also be 
put on record that again and again God has sent in special 
_ gifts from unexpected sources which have been used for the 
timely relief and help of workers. The Mission has 
continued to give substantial support for the children of 
workers. 
3- The future of self-support. It has been decided 
that in future all Church workers will be invited by the — 
local pastorates. Each church must take the initiative in 
engaging its workers through the Bishop, for a period of 
_not less than three years, and also shoulder the full financial 
_ burden. At the same time, the Mission will always co- 


| 
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operate sympathetically with the Diocese in every way 
possible, earnestly desiring its growth and progress. The 
problem of direct giving for the support of full time church 
workers is, in its final analysis, a spiritual one. We have — 
found that only revived believers know the joy of sacrificial 

Finally, may I ask the readers to pray : 

(1) That church members may be blessed and revived 
so that they may value the anes of their worker and 
care for his needs adequately. 

(2) That the pea aed and students may learn 
God’s trustworthiness in supplying their needs as they seek 
first the extension of God’s kingdom. 

A. S. DERBYSHIRE. 


PERSONAL NOTES 


‘The Res, and Mew: D. H. Temple and child, Rev. and 
Mrs. G. A. Williamson and their two children are now 
on the Empire Brent, on their way back to Eastern Szechwan. 


Mr. and Mrs. Iliff have been released from the help 
they were giving at Shanghai Cathedral, and hope to 
return to Eastern Szechwan very shortly. 


The Rev. E. B. Davis continues his work of general 
oversight as Field Secretary and amongst the students. 
He writes of a Deanery Bible School to be held in Feb- 
ruary, and of Teaching Missions planned for various 

centres, and will value prayer for all this work. 


The Rev. R. J. Mulrenan also continues his regular 
pastoral work, and has many opportunities with students. 
Mrs. Mulrenan has transformed a room in their house 
into a kindergarten where she takes her two little daughters, 
_ Jean (five) and Ann (four) and Lionel Davis (four) for 
“echool. “Jean can already read, and will take up any 
_ book and read it for real enjoyment now.” 

Dr. and Mrs. Armstrong have had Frank (eight) to 
nd Christmas with them, all the way from his school in 
— He had not seen his parsons for a year, They 
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report that medical work has had its ups and downs, but 
several souls have been saved. There is a splendid set of 
nurses and helpers in the hospital, all professing Christians. 
They have supper regularly with the Armstrongs, and a 
_ strong bond of Christian fellowship is being established. — 

Most interesting letters have been received from Sister 
Willder and Sister Graham of the Church Army who 
are now in Chengtu, enjoying their language study im- 
_ mensely, and appreciating very much the joy of working 
among some of the students. 


Captain and Mrs. Sherwood (Church Army) and 
their two children arrived safely in Shanghai and were 
hoping to go on to Chengtu by air. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


Please keep June 23, 1948 free for the Annual Meeting 
of the D.A.W.C., when we hope that Archbishop Mowll — 
| and Bishop Bevan will be with us D.V. 
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20. 


21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 


26. 


28. 


30. 


NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. 


KWANGHAN (HANCHOW). 


Prayer GC 


EASTERN SZECHWAN : 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN.- 
TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ANG. 

ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 

KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 

PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG. 


YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 
NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 

YOCH’IH. 
KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 
CHUHSIEN, WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 

TACHU? 

TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 


-WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 


LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 


-KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG-SHIH. 


WANHSIEN. 
FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUNYANG, YUIN-AN-CH’ANG. 


WESTERN SZECHWAN : 


~MOWCHOW. 


PING-WU (LONGAN), KIANGYU. 
CHONGPA. 
MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 
ANHSIEN. 
MIENCHU. SHIHFANG. | 
TEHYANG. 


SINTU. 
CHONGKIANG. 
CHENGTU. 
UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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SPECIAL SUBJECTS FOR THANKSGIVING AND 
INTERCESSION 


Let us THanx Goo : 


For the foundation and steady growth through the years of the 


Chinese Church in East and West Szechwan. 


For travelling mercies vouchsafed to a Song and for the 
fruitfulness of his recent visit to Australia. 


For evidence of changed lives through the conversion of students 


in West China. For the influence of the Mienyang Middle School. 


That it has been possible again to hold a General Synod of the 
Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui, and for His blessing on its meetings. 


For His continual help in the grave financial difficulties of recent 
years, and for the progress of the Church in self-support. 


Let us Pray : 


For the continued growth and progress of the Church, and that it 


may always stand as “ the pillar and ground of the truth” in the 
_ midst of the heathen society with which it is surrounded. That 


witness to Christ. 


individual Chinese Christians 7; be bold and CORT in their | 


the tu lead us all out in more 


faithful and believing prayer for the Church in West China and for 


the increased number of workers who are so badly needed. 
For God’s guidance about the future of the Mienyang Middle 


School and py needed development of a Senior Middle School — 
there. That the boys and girls who pass through the School may 


be won for Christ and become true witnesses for. Him. 


For blessing on the Deanery Bible School and Tener Minions 


to be held in the B.C.M.S. area this spring. 


- That Church members may be blessed and revived so that they _ 


may value the ministry of their workers and care adequately for 
their needs. That they may all learn God’s trustworthiness in sup- 


at plying their needs as they seek first the extension of His Kingdom ; | 


and that we at home may take our part in — them with our 
gifts as well as with our prayers. 
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Christ our Lord. 


PRAYER FOR WESTERN CHINA — 


ALMIGHTY God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we thank 

Thee for Thy great love in redeeming us unto Thyself by the 
precious blood of Thy dear Son and for the gift of Thy sanctifying 
Spirit. May we show our love to Thee by loving the souls for whom 
Christ died, and by seeking to make known His glorious salvation 
throughout the world. We pray Thee to send down Thy heavenly 


blessing upon Thy servants, the Bishops and pastors of Thy flock in 


Western China, and all who are associated with them in their work 
for Thee. May Thy presence be with our missionary brethren and 


sisters who are seeking to bring the knowledge of Thee to those who 


know Thee not. May Thy Holy Spirit bless and prosper all their 
work and bring it to good success. We pray for those who have 
been baptised into Thy faith, fear and love that they may grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of Thee. We pray also for those who 
know. Thee not that they may be drawn by the cords of Thy Fatherly 
love to faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, that they and we may work and 
pray together for the return of our King to establish His Everlasting - 
Kingdom. 

Finally, we pray that Thou wouldest comfort and strengthen. al] 


who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other anxiety ; 


cheer and encourage all who are in special need of Thy help ; and 


bring both them and us to Thy Heavenly Kingdom, through Jesus 
| Amen. 


Organising Secretary and Editor of the “* Bulletin”’ : 


Miss F. HuGues-Hatiett, Kienning, 13, Woodcote Avenue, 
Wallington, Surrey. | 
To whom all communications should be addressed. 


The Bulletin is issued three or four times a year, and is sent free of 
charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over to the funds of the Diocesan 


Association. Others who wish for the Magazine can obtain it from, _ 


the Org. Sec. on payment of 2/- per annum (to include postage) ; 


- but it should be pointed out that this sum does not cover the cost. 


The Diocesan Association exists to help the Bishops of the Dioceses 
of Eastern and Western Szechwan, and to call forth prayer and gifts 
for the work in that.part. of China. The Organizing Secretary will 
be glad to give further information on request. | 
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